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ABSTRACT 
 

Sulthan Arrasyid Nasution (SRN: 22130027). An Analysis of Students’ Challenges in 

Pronouncing -ed Endings of English Regular Verbs. This study aimed to analyze the 

pronunciation of the -ed ending in English regular verbs and to identify the common pronunciation 

challenges faced by the eleventh-grade students of SMA Negeri 3 Panyabungan. This study 

employed a descriptive qualitative research design. The participants were 22 students of class XI 

F.5. Data were collected through a pronunciation test and semi-structured interviews. The 

pronunciation test was conducted to examine students’ pronunciation performance, while the 

interviews were carried out with six selected students representing high, middle, and low achievers 

to explore the challenges they experienced. The data were analyzed by identifying pronunciation 

patterns, classifying pronunciation errors, and interpreting interview responses. The findings 

showed that students demonstrated varying levels of pronunciation performance when reading 

regular verbs aloud. Most students were categorized as middle achievers. Among the three 

pronunciation categories, /ɪd/ was pronounced more accurately than /d/ and /t/, while /t/ was the 

most difficult category. The study identified four types of pronunciation errors, namely Spelling-

Based Error (SP), Overgeneralization (OG), Substitution (SUB), and Omission (OM). Spelling-

Based Error was the most frequent error, with 139 occurrences. The interview findings revealed 

five common challenges: difficulty in distinguishing the pronunciation patterns /t/, /d/, and /ɪd/, 

influence of spelling, lack of pronunciation practice, influence of the first language (L1), and lack 

of confidence in speaking English. In conclusion, many students still experienced difficulties in 

applying the pronunciation rules of the -ed ending accurately. Their pronunciation performance 

was influenced by a combination of linguistic and non-linguistic factors. 

 

Keywords: pronunciation, -ed ending, regular verbs, pronunciation errors, EFL learners. 
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ABSTRACT 
 

Sulthan Arrasyid Nasution (NIM: 22130027). An Analysis of Students’ Challenges in 

Pronouncing -ed Endings of English Regular Verbs. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis 

pengucapan akhiran -ed pada kata kerja beraturan dalam bahasa Inggris dan mengidentifikasi 

tantangan umum dalam pengucapan yang dihadapi oleh siswa kelas XI SMA Negeri 3 

Panyabungan. Penelitian ini menggunakan desain penelitian deskriptif kualitatif. Partisipan dalam 

penelitian ini berjumlah 22 siswa kelas XI F.5. Data dikumpulkan melalui tes pengucapan dan 

wawancara semi-terstruktur. Tes pengucapan dilakukan untuk mengetahui kemampuan siswa 

dalam mengucapkan kata-kata dengan akhiran -ed, sedangkan wawancara dilakukan terhadap 

enam siswa terpilih yang mewakili kategori kemampuan tinggi, sedang, dan rendah untuk 

mengetahui tantangan yang mereka alami. Data dianalisis dengan mengidentifikasi pola 

pengucapan, mengklasifikasikan kesalahan pengucapan, dan menginterpretasikan hasil 

wawancara. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa siswa memiliki tingkat kemampuan pengucapan 

yang beragam ketika membaca kata kerja beraturan secara lisan. Sebagian besar siswa termasuk 

dalam kategori kemampuan sedang. Dari ketiga kategori pengucapan, /ɪd/ diucapkan lebih akurat 

dibandingkan dengan /d/ dan /t/, sedangkan /t/ merupakan kategori yang paling sulit diucapkan. 

Penelitian ini mengidentifikasi empat jenis kesalahan pengucapan, yaitu Spelling-Based Error 

(SP), Overgeneralization (OG), Substitution (SUB), dan Omission (OM). Spelling-Based Error 

merupakan jenis kesalahan yang paling sering ditemukan, dengan 139 kesalahan. Hasil wawancara 

menunjukkan lima tantangan umum, yaitu kesulitan membedakan pola pengucapan /t/, /d/, dan 

/ɪd/, pengaruh ejaan, kurangnya latihan pengucapan, pengaruh bahasa pertama (L1), dan 

kurangnya kepercayaan diri dalam berbicara bahasa Inggris. Kesimpulannya, banyak siswa masih 

mengalami kesulitan dalam menerapkan aturan pengucapan akhiran -ed secara tepat. Kemampuan 

pengucapan siswa dipengaruhi oleh kombinasi faktor linguistik dan nonlinguistik. 

 

Kata kunci: pengucapan, akhiran -ed, kata kerja beraturan, kesalahan pengucapan, pembelajar 

EFL. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of Study 

Pronunciation is one of the essential aspects in learning English because it 

enables learners to speak in a way that can be easily understood by others. 

Pronunciation refers to the correct production of a language’s sounds, stresses, 

and intonation patterns, and it is an essential component of language learning. 

This is in line with Djurayeva (2021) who states that pronunciation involves 

the production of individual sounds, stresses, and intonation patterns in the 

target language. Similarly, Ayed (2019) defines pronunciation as the process 

of producing sounds, words, and utterances in a language. Since pronunciation 

directly affects communication and how a speaker is understood, it plays a 

crucial role in language learning. 

Nurullayevna (2020) also emphasizes that pronunciation is often the first 

aspect noticed by listeners during communication, making it a key component 

of effective interaction. Therefore, clear and accurate pronunciation allows 

listeners to understand both the speaker and the intended meaning.  

Furthermore, pronunciation has a vital role in achieving effective 

communication. In daily interaction, the primary goal is to convey messages 

clearly and avoid misunderstanding. Correct pronunciation enables listeners to 

grasp meaning instantly, while incorrect pronunciation may lead to confusion 

or misinterpretation. Agung et al. (2021) argue that speaking ability is closely 

related to the accuracy of pronunciation and intonation, as both directly 

influence the effectiveness of communication. 

This implies that even small differences in pronouncing word endings can 

change the tense of a sentence and alter the intended meaning. However, 

mastering pronunciation does not necessarily require learners to imitate native 

speakers perfectly, but rather to achieve a level of clarity that makes 

communication natural and understandable. In addition, good 
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pronunciation helps learners build confidence, encouraging them to participate 

more actively in communication both inside and outside the classroom. 

Despite its importance, many students, particularly in Indonesia, face 

difficulties in learning pronunciation. Fadillah (2020) points out that 

Indonesian EFL learners commonly experience challenges with vowel and 

consonant differences in English. This occurs because English and Indonesian 

have different phoneme systems, which makes accurate pronunciation 

difficult. In addition, learners often omit certain phonemes, resulting in 

unclear or incomplete pronunciation. These challenges indicate that mastering 

pronunciation is not easy, even for students who already understand 

vocabulary and grammar. 

Moreover, the learning environment also plays a significant role. Suadi 

(2022) explains that exposure to English through supportive environments and 

technologies such as social media and the internet can improve students’ 

awareness and pronunciation ability. Conversely, limited exposure may hinder 

students from developing accurate pronunciation, including the pronunciation 

of the -ed endings in regular verbs. 

In addition, pronunciation difficulties are not limited to segmental features 

such as vowels and consonants, but also include suprasegmental aspects like 

stress, rhythm, and intonation. Giantari et al. (2020) highlight that these 

challenges often lead to miscommunication when students interact in English. 

Their findings indicate that learners tend to transfer phonological rules from 

their first language into English, resulting in recurring pronunciation errors. 

This condition emphasizes the need for explicit instruction and consistent 

practice, especially in specific areas such as the pronunciation of the -ed 

ending in regular verbs, which plays an important role in achieving 

intelligibility and fluency. 

One of the specific aspects of pronunciation that presents significant 

difficulty is the pronunciation of the -ed ending in regular verbs. According to 

Celce-Murcia et al. (2010) the -ed ending can be pronounced in three different 

ways: /ɪd/, /t/, and /d/, depending on the final sound of the base verb. For 
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example, verbs ending in /t/ or /d/ are pronounced with /ɪd/ (e.g., wanted 

/wɒntɪd/), verbs ending in voiceless consonants such as /k/ or /s/ take the /t/ 

ending (e.g., walked /wɔːkt/), and verbs ending in voiced consonants such as 

/g/ or /b/ take the /d/ ending (e.g., played /pleɪd/). This variation makes the -ed 

ending one of the most challenging pronunciation features for EFL learners. 

Indonesian students may struggle with these differences because their native 

language does not emphasize voiced and voiceless distinctions in word-final 

positions. 

Previous studies have also confirmed that the pronunciation of the -ed 

ending remains problematic for EFL learners. Wahyuni et al. (2020) found 

that students frequently mispronounce -ed endings by overgeneralizing a 

single pronunciation form, particularly /ɪd/, regardless of the phonological 

context, or by omitting the suffix entirely in their speech. These findings 

indicate that students have limited understanding of the phonological rules 

governing the -ed ending and tend to rely on simplification strategies. This 

condition strengthens the argument that the pronunciation of the -ed ending is 

still a significant issue and requires further investigation, especially in 

different learning contexts. 

Based on preliminary observations conducted at SMA Negeri 3 

Panyabungan, more concrete evidence of this problem was identified. During 

classroom activities, several students were asked to read sentences containing 

regular verbs in the past tense. The results showed that many students 

pronounced all -ed endings using a single pattern, particularly /d/, regardless 

of the phonological rules. Some students also omitted the -ed ending entirely 

in their speech. In addition, when given examples such as played and walked, 

students tended to confuse the pronunciation, producing played as /pleɪt/ and 

walked as /wɔːkd/. This indicates that students have not yet mastered the 

distinction between voiced and voiceless sounds in determining the correct 

pronunciation of the -ed ending. 

Furthermore, the observation also revealed that students have limited 

understanding of the difference between regular and irregular verbs, which 
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contributes to their confusion in both form and pronunciation. As stated by 

Ryan (2023) regular verbs form the past tense by adding the suffix -ed or -d, 

while irregular verbs change their forms unpredictably. However, in practice, 

students were not able to consistently apply this knowledge when producing 

spoken language. 

As a result, students often produce errors such as pronouncing all -ed 

endings as /d/ or /t/, or omitting the ending entirely. These errors affect both 

clarity and grammatical understanding. Mispronouncing -ed endings may lead 

to misunderstanding of tense, such as saying “He walk yesterday” instead of 

“He walked yesterday.” Therefore, accurate pronunciation of -ed endings is 

essential for improving both speaking and listening skills, as well as for 

enhancing fluency, intelligibility, and confidence in communication. 

Although many studies have examined pronunciation difficulties among 

Indonesian learners, most of them focus on general issues such as vowel and 

consonant differences or suprasegmental features. The specific issue of 

pronouncing the -ed ending in regular verbs has received less attention, 

particularly in regional contexts. Most previous studies were conducted in 

urban or well-resourced educational settings, while research in areas such as 

Mandailing Natal is still limited. This gap indicates the need for further 

investigation to provide more contextually relevant findings. 

Based on these considerations, this research is important to conduct 

because pronunciation, particularly the correct use of the -ed ending, plays a 

crucial role in students’ communicative competence. Without accurate 

pronunciation, students may fail to convey meaning clearly, even if they 

understand grammar and vocabulary. This study is expected to provide a 

clearer understanding of students’ pronunciation difficulties and the factors 

influencing them. The findings will be useful not only for improving students’ 

pronunciation skills but also for helping teachers develop more effective 

instructional strategies, such as focused pronunciation practice, listening 

activities, and explicit teaching of pronunciation rules. 
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Moreover, this research contributes to filling the gap in studies conducted 

in regional contexts, especially in Mandailing Natal. It provides empirical data 

that reflect the real conditions of students in local schools, which may differ 

from those in urban areas. Therefore, this study is expected to offer practical 

and contextual insights that can improve English pronunciation teaching and 

learning, particularly in relation to the -ed ending of regular verbs. 

Based on the explanation above, this study specifically focuses on 

analyzing students’ pronunciation of the -ed ending in English regular verbs 

and identifying the challenges they experience in producing the correct 

pronunciation. The focus is limited to the three phonetic realizations of the -ed 

ending, namely /t/, /d/, and /ɪd/, as these forms represent the core difficulty 

faced by EFL learners. In addition, this study emphasizes how students 

actually produce these sounds in oral performance and explores the underlying 

difficulties that influence their pronunciation. Therefore, this research is 

directed to provide a detailed description of students’ pronunciation patterns 

as well as to identify the common challenges they encounter, in line with the 

research questions of this study. 

 

B. Research Problem 

Based on the background of the study, the problems of this research can be 

identified as follows:  

1. How do students pronounce the -ed ending of regular verbs in terms of the 

three phonetic realizations /t/, /d/, and /ɪd/?   

2. What are the common challenges experienced by students in pronouncing 

the -ed ending of regular verbs? 
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C. Objectives of the Study  

The objectives of this study are as follows: 

1. To describe how students pronounce the -ed ending of regular verbs in 

terms of the three phonetic realizations /t/, /d/, and /ɪd/.  

2. To identify and analyze the common challenges experienced by students in 

pronouncing the -ed ending of regular verbs.  

 

D. Significances of the Study  

1. For the Researcher 

This study will enrich the researcher’s knowledge and experience in 

conducting academic research, particularly in the field of English 

pronunciation. It also provides an opportunity to apply theoretical 

knowledge into practice, sharpen analytical skills, and contribute 

academically to the study of pronunciation in the Indonesian EFL context. 

2. For Students  

The results of this research can help students become more aware of 

the correct pronunciation of -ed endings in regular verbs. By practicing 

and understanding the rules of /t/, /d/, and /ɪd/ sounds, students are 

expected to reduce their difficulties and improve their accuracy. In the long 

run, this improvement will not only strengthen their speaking skills but 

also increase their confidence in communicating in English. 

3. For Teachers 

The findings may serve as valuable input for English teachers in 

designing and implementing more effective teaching strategies. Teachers 

can use the results as a reference to focus on specific pronunciation 

difficulties that students face, especially the -ed ending, and incorporate 

appropriate classroom activities, drills, or instructional media to address 

these challenges. 

4. For Future Researchers 

This study can be a reference for future researchers who are interested 

in exploring pronunciation issues in greater depth. It may inspire further 
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studies to investigate other aspects of pronunciation or to develop 

innovative teaching techniques that can be applied in different educational 

settings. 

5. For Institutions (SMA Negeri 3 Panyabungan & STAIN Madina) 

The research contributes to improving the quality of English learning 

both in schools and higher education. For SMA Negeri 3 Panyabungan, it 

highlights specific pronunciation problems that can be addressed in 

classroom practice. For STAIN Madina, it adds to the body of research 

conducted by students, strengthening the institution’s academic 

contribution in the field of English Language Teaching (ELT). 

 

E. Problem Limitation 

To avoid the research becoming too broad and to maintain a clear focus, 

this study is limited to analyzing students’ pronunciation of the -ed ending in 

English regular verbs. The study specifically focuses on the three phonetic 

realizations of the -ed ending, namely /t/, /d/, and /ɪd/. This research is 

conducted only on the eleventh-grade students of SMA Negeri 3 

Panyabungan, particularly in one selected class. Therefore, the findings of this 

study are limited to this specific group of students and may not be generalized 

to other contexts or educational levels. 

In addition, this study only examines students’ pronunciation performance 

through a pronunciation test. It does not deeply investigate other aspects of 

pronunciation such as stress, intonation, or connected speech. Furthermore, 

this research focuses on identifying how students pronounce the -ed endings 

and the common challenges they experience, without extensively analyzing 

external factors such as teaching methods, learning environment, or students’ 

psychological conditions. 

 

 



8 
 

 
 

F. Keyterms  

To avoid misunderstanding and to clarify the focus of this study, several 

key terms are defined as follows: 

1. Pronunciation  

Pronunciation is the way in which a language’s sounds, stresses, and 

intonation patterns are produced so that speech can be understood clearly 

by others. Djurayeva (2021) defines pronunciation as the production of 

individual sounds, stresses, and intonation patterns in the target language.  

2. Regular Verbs  

Regular verbs are verbs that form their past tense and past participle 

by adding the suffix -ed or -d to the base form (e.g., walk: walked, play: 

played). In contrast, irregular verbs do not follow this predictable pattern; 

instead, they undergo changes in the base form to indicate past tense (e.g., 

go: went, eat: ate). This distinction is important because the focus of this 

study is on the pronunciation of the -ed ending in regular verbs, while 

irregular verbs are excluded as they do not use the same rule. 

3. -ed Ending Pronunciation  

The -ed ending in English regular verbs can be pronounced in three 

ways: /ɪd/, /t/, and /d/, depending on the final sound of the base verb 

(Celce-Murcia et al., 2010). In this research, -ed ending pronunciation 

refers to students’ ability to correctly produce these sounds according to 

their linguistic environment. 

4. Pronunciation Challenges  

Pronunciation challenges refer to the difficulties faced by students in 

accurately producing the -ed endings of regular verbs, including confusion 

about the rules, mispronunciations, or omission of sounds, which may 

affect their clarity and grammatical accuracy in communication. 


