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CHAPTER V  

Conclusion and Suggestion 

A. Conclusion 

Based on the research findings, the second-semester students of the 

English Department at STAIN Mandailing Natal demonstrate a fair overall 

ability to pronounce English fricative consonant sounds, with an average 

accuracy score of 61.83%. However, their mastery varies significantly 

depending on the specific phoneme. Students achieved high to moderate 

accuracy on sounds that share similarities with their native language or are 

more familiar, led by /s/ (84%), /z/ (74.67%), /v/ (72%), /f/ (69.33%), and /ʃ/ 

(61.33%). Conversely, their performance dropped markedly on sounds with 

less familiar articulatory patterns, such as /ð/ (56%), /θ/ (48%), and 

particularly /ʒ/, which recorded the lowest accuracy at 29.33%. 

Regarding the challenges faced by the students, linguistic and 

articulatory factors were perceived as the primary obstacles in pronouncing 

fricative sounds, yielding an overall high challenge mean score of 3.59. First 

Language Interference emerged as the most dominant challenge (mean: 3.97), 

followed closely by Articulatory Difficulty (mean: 3.76) and Lack of Practice 

(mean: 3.45). In contrast, psychological factors played a less significant role, 

with Low Confidence receiving the lowest mean score of 3.16 (categorized as 

moderate). These perceived challenges align directly with the test results, 

confirming that the absence of target fricatives like /ʒ/, /θ/, and /ð/ in the 

students' native phonological system creates physical and habits-based 

barriers to accurate pronunciation. 

B. Suggestions 

Based on the findings and conclusions of this study, the researcher 

would like to propose the following suggestions: 

1. For Student  

Students are encouraged to focus on practicing problematic 

English fricative sounds, particularly /ʒ/, /θ/, and /ð/, which showed the 



 

 
 
 

 

lowest pronunciation accuracy in this study. To improve their 

pronunciation, students can use several specific techniques. First, they 

can practice shadowing by listening to and imitating native English 

speakers through YouTube videos. This activity can help students 

become familiar with the pronunciation, rhythm, and articulation of 

problematic fricative sounds. Second, students can use pronunciation 

applications such as ELSA Speak to practice pronunciation and receive 

immediate feedback on their production. Third, students can practice 

minimal pairs with their peers to distinguish problematic fricative sounds 

from more familiar sounds, such as think and sink. Through regular and 

focused practice using these techniques, students are expected to develop 

greater familiarity with problematic fricative sounds and improve their 

pronunciation accuracy. 

2. For English Lecturer 

Pronunciation instruction should receive greater emphasis in 

English language learning by focusing explicitly on problematic fricative 

consonant sounds, particularly /ʒ/, /θ/, and /ð/. To achieve this, lecturers 

should utilize minimal-pair exercises (such as contrasting /θ/ with /t/ and 

/ð/ with /d/) and visual diagrams of tongue placement to clearly 

demonstrate proper articulation. Furthermore, pronunciation practice 

should be systematically integrated across various English language 

courses rather than restricted to standalone classes. Classroom activities 

should feature demonstrations, guided drills, authentic audio-video 

exposure, and constructive feedback. This target-specific approach aligns 

with Levis (2023), who argues that instruction must be tailored to 

learners' specific difficulties, as well as Gordon & Darcy (2024), who 

emphasize the need for careful pedagogical selection of segmental targets 

based on identified learner needs. 

To maximize the impact of these instructional strategies, feedback 

mechanisms—both human and technology-driven—play a vital role. 



 

 
 
 

 

Lecturers can incorporate peer feedback alongside traditional teacher 

corrections to increase error-awareness, a benefit highlighted by Martin 

& Sippel (2021). The integration of technology, such as smartphone-

based platforms, further facilitates remote or interactive peer feedback on 

segmental errors (Huang et al, 2023). Supported by Qutub (2023) and 

Gordon & Darcy (2024), who both stress that focused corrective 

feedback is an indispensable component of L2 pronunciation 

development, combining technology with interactive peer and teacher 

feedback provides students with continuous opportunities to notice, 

correct, and master complex fricative sounds. 

3. For Future Researchers 

This study focused on the pronunciation ability and challenges of 

English fricative consonant sounds among second semester English 

Department students at STAIN Mandailing Natal. Therefore, future 

researchers are encouraged to expand this research in several ways. First, 

they may conduct experimental studies to examine the effectiveness of 

specific pronunciation teaching methods or training techniques in 

improving students' pronunciation of problematic fricative sounds. 

Second, future researchers may use longitudinal research designs to track 

changes in students' pronunciation ability and development over a longer 

period of time. 

Third, future studies may investigate other aspects of English 

pronunciation, including vowels, diphthongs, stress, intonation, 

connected speech, and other consonant sounds, to provide a broader 

understanding of students' pronunciation difficulties. Finally, future 

researchers are encouraged to include participants from different 

linguistic backgrounds, educational levels, or institutions to determine 

whether similar pronunciation patterns and challenges occur among 

learners with different first-language backgrounds. These directions may 



 

 
 
 

 

provide broader and more comprehensive findings regarding English 

pronunciation learning and instruction. 
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Appendix 1 

PRONUNCIATION TEST 

Students’ Ability in Pronouncing Fricatives 

Test Instructions 

1. Students are asked to read each word aloud clearly and naturally. 

2. Students are given 2 minutes to prepare before reading. 

3. The pronunciation will be recorded or assessed by the researcher.  

4. Students are allowed to read each word twice. 

No. Fricative 

Sound 

Word IPA 

Transcription 

Position 

1 /θ/ Thumb /θʌm/ Initial 

2 /θ/ Something /ˈsʌmθɪŋ/ Medial 

3 /θ/ Breath /breθ/ Final 

4 /ð/ Then /ðen/ Initial 

5 /ð/ Father /ˈfɑːðər/ Medial 

6 /ð/ With /wɪð/ Final 

7 /v/ Very /ˈveri/ Initial 

8 /v/ Ever /ˈevər/ Medial 

9 /v/ Have /hæv/ Final 

10 /f/ Food /fuːd/ Initial 

11 /f/ Nephew  /ˈnefjuː/ Medial 

12 /f/ Enough  /ɪˈnʌf/ Initial 

13 /s/ Sleep /sliːp/ Initial 

14 /s/ Essay /ˈeseɪ/ Medial 

15 /s/ Ice /aɪs/ Final 

16 /z/ Zone /zoʊn/ Initial 

17 /z/ Easy /ˈiːzi/ Medial 

18 /z/ Always /ˈɔːlweɪz/ Final 

19 /ʃ/ Sheep /ʃiːp/ Initial 

20 /ʃ/ Nation /ˈneɪʃən/ Medial 

21 /ʃ/ Finish /ˈfɪnɪʃ/ Final 

22 /ʒ/ Genre /ˈʒɑːnrə/ Initial 

23 /ʒ/ Pleasure /ˈpleʒər/ Medial 

24 /ʒ/ Beige /beɪʒ/ Final 



 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Source of the Test Words 

The word list was adapted from Maysarah et al. (2023) and modified to suit the objectives 

of this study 

Scoring Procedure 

Each pronunciation is assessed based on the accuracy of the target fricative sound. Correct 

pronunciation receives a score of 1, while incorrect pronunciation receives a score of 0. 

  



 

 
 
 

 

Appendix 2 

Questionnaire on Students’ Challenges in Pronouncing Fricatives 

This questionnaire is intended to identify students’ challenges in pronouncing fricatives.  

Respondent Identity 

Name and Student ID are optional. Any personal information provided will be kept 

confidential and uses solely for research purposes. 

Respondent Code : 

Name (Optional) : 

Student ID (Optional) : 

Gender   :        Male /      Female 

Instructions: 

• This quistionnaire is conducted for research purposes only. 

• Your responses will be kept confidental. 

• There are no right or wrong answer.  

• Please choose only one answer for each statement.. 

• Please answer all statements completely. 

Please put a check mark [√] in the column that best represents your opinion. 

Scale Description Score 

SA Strongly Agree 5 

A Agree 4 

N Neutral 3 

D Disagree 2 

SD Strongly Disagree 1 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

No Statements SA(5) A(4) N(3) D(2) SD(1) 

Articulatory Difficulty 

1 I find it difficult to articulate 

fricatives correctly. 

     

2 I have difficulty positioning my 

tongue when pronouncing fricatives 

sounds. 

     

3 I have difficulty positioning my lips 

when pronouncing fricatives 

sounds. 

     

4 
I find it difficult to imitate the 

pronunciation of fricatives 
 

     

First Language Interference 

5 Mandailing  sound systems affect 

my pronunciation of fricatives 

     

6 
I often pronounce fricative sounds 

using Mandailing pronunciation 

patterns. 
 

     

7 The differences between 

Mandailing and English sound 

systems make fricative difficult to 

pronounce. 

     

Lack of Practice 

8 I rarely practice pronouncing 

fricatives 

     

9 
Lack of pronunciation practice 

makes fricatives difficult for me. 
 

     

10 
I have not had enough practice 

pronouncing fricative sounds. 
 

     

Low Confidence 



 

 
 
 

 

No Statements SA(5) A(4) N(3) D(2) SD(1) 

11 I feel nervous when pronouncing 

fricatives 

     

12 I am afraid of making mistakes 

when pronouncing fricatives 

sounds. 

     

13 I feel less confident when speaking 

words containing fricatives 

     

 

 

 

 

  



 

 
 
 

 

Appendix 3 

Pronunciation Scoring Rubric 

Score Criteria Description 

1 Correct The target fricative sound is 

pronounced accurately 

according to the standard 

pronunciation (IPA). 

0 Incorrect The target fricative sound is 

not pronounced accurately; 

the student substitutes it 

with another sound. 

Total Score = (Number of Correct Pronunciations / 24) × 100 

  



 

 
 
 

 

Appendix 4 

Surat Izin Peneltian

 

  



 

 
 
 

 

Appendix 5 

Surat Keterangan Telah Melakukan Penelitian

 

  



 

 
 
 

 

Appendix 6 

Validasi Instrument

 



 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

  



 

 
 
 

 

Appendix 7  

Letter of Inter-Rater Reliability 

 

 

 

  



 

 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 

  



 

 
 
 

  



 

 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 

 

  



 

 
 
 

 

Appendix 9 

Raw Quesioner Data 

Respondent STATEMENT Total 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

R1 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 3 5 63 

R2 5 5 5 4 4 4 5 1 1 3 2 5 3 47 

R3 3 3 3 3 4 4 3 3 4 3 3 4 4 44 

R4 3 3 3 4 3 4 3 3 3 3 4 4 3 43 

R5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 65 

R6 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 65 

R7 4 4 4 4 5 5 4 3 3 4 5 5 4 54 

R8 4 4 4 4 5 4 5 3 4 4 4 4 4 53 

R9 3 4 3 1 3 4 3 3 2 3 1 1 1 32 

R10 3 4 3 1 3 4 3 3 3 2 1 1 1 32 

R11 2 2 2 2 3 2 2 2 2 3 2 3 3 30 

R12 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 3 4 4 4 4 4 51 

R13 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 3 3 50 

R14 4 4 4 4 5 5 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 54 

R15 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 3 3 34 

R16 3 4 3 3 4 3 3 3 3 3 2 3 3 40 

R17 4 3 4 4 5 4 5 4 5 4 4 5 4 55 

R18 3 3 2 3 4 3 3 2 3 2 3 4 3 38 

R19 4 3 4 4 5 4 5 4 5 4 4 5 4 55 

R20 4 5 4 3 3 4 4 3 3 4 2 3 2 44 

R21 5 5 4 4 5 3 3 3 4 3 2 3 3 47 

R22 3 3 4 4 4 5 3 5 2 3 1 1 2 40 

R23 5 4 5 4 3 3 5 5 3 4 2 2 2 47 

R24 3 3 4 4 5 5 4 4 3 3 3 2 2 45 

R25 5 5 5 5 3 4 3 3 3 2 1 1 2 42 

  



 

 
 
 

 

Appendix 10 

SPPS Output Result 

 

Reliability Statistics 

Cronbach's Alpha 
N of 

Items 

0,897 13 

 

  



 

 
 
 

 

Appendix 11 Research Documentation 
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